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T
he Memphis Gridiron Minis-

tries awards banquet for the 

Binghampton Bulldogs had 
the feel of a big family dinner. 
There were few introductions 

to be made as grade-school football players 

and their parents mingled with coaches and 

other volunteers they knew well from many 

hours at practice, in games, and in study 

sessions. As they enjoyed a catered pork 
dinner in the Fellowship Hall of Second 
Presbyterian Church, a slideshow recounted 
the glories of the season – not all wins, but 

countless victories, both on and off the  

playing field. 
Memphis Gridiron Ministries – which 

includes among its board and coaching staff 

18 alumni or fathers of MUS students – is a 
faith-based, youth football program operat-

ing in Binghamton and East Memphis that 
seeks to redefine what being a winner truly 
means. Rather than judge teams or players 
on performance or win-loss records, the 

organization focuses on the development of 

the athletes by instilling the lessons of re-

sponsibility, teamwork, accountability, hard 

work, and faith that can be learned through 

team sports. The players are divided by 
age group into the third- and fourth-grade 

Spikes, the fourth- and fifth-grade Dawgs, 
and the fifth- and sixth-grade Bulls.

On this chilly November evening, as 
Bulldogs families and supporters finished 
up seconds and dessert, a coach presented 

the sole individual honor given to players – 

the Scholar-Athlete Award – to one young 

man from each team. 
“When it comes to scholar-athletes, 

we think it’s something worth celebrating,” 
MGM Chairman Wade West (father of 
Graham ’20 and Will ’18) said. “Because 
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Students Pitch In

MUS students help with a Memphis Gridiron Ministries 
cleanup project in the Binghamton community in the 
summer of 2013. Pictured, from left, are Jack Solberg ’17, 
Tal Keel ’14, Tate Solberg ’14, Seamus Fitzhenry ’14, Nick 
Schwartz ’14, Bailey Keel ’19 (in front), Chandler Clayton ’16, 
Rucker Wilkinson ’18, Patton Orr ’16, Forest Colerick ’16, 
Will West ’18, Tucker Colerick ’16, Cam Clayton ’18, Henry 
Keel ’16, and Jordan Hays ’18.

it’s not just about what happens on the 

field – it’s in the classroom, it’s with your 
coaches, and it’s with your family.”

Longtime youth coach Andy   
McArtor ’86 (father of Mac ’16) said 
he knew teaching tackle football to third 

graders on the Spikes team would be both 

difficult and rewarding. 
“I severely underestimated this season 

– in both aspects,” he said.
McArtor’s squad went 1-7 against 

teams that were better organized, had more 

experience, used better equipment, and who 

simply had more time to practice, he said. 
And yet McArtor knew that he and his fel-

low coaches throughout the program were 

coaching true winners.
“I had four assistant coaches with 

hearts of gold who poured everything 

into 17 players and taught them what it 
meant to be part of a team – and place that 

above themselves,” McArtor said. “That’s 
priceless.”

MGM grew out of the Buzzards Foot-
ball program, started in East Memphis in 
2006 by McArtor and a friend from Second 
Presbyterian Church, Dan Patterson. The 
two wanted to give their sons a chance to 

I
n addition to alumni, many current MUS 
students have assisted with Memphis 
Gridiron Ministries, helping players get 
ready for games, cleaning and painting the 

field, organizing gear, and handling the chains. 
Mac Robinson ’18, son of Coach Bert 

Robinson ’90, said he enjoyed getting to know 
the kids and playing with them. “The tough part 
is that it does take up most Saturday mornings 
in the early fall, and sometimes you want to 
throw the football instead of actually working,” 
he said. “The struggles are all worth it when you 
see the smiles on the kids’ faces.”

Mac McArtor ’16, son of Coach Andy 
McArtor ’86, has helped out at games and also 
at the Bulldogs’ retreat at Victory Ranch in Bolivar, TN. “Keeping the same energy level as the kids on 
the retreat was tough, but it was rewarding to see them work together in team-building exercises,” he 
said. “Through my involvement with MGM, I have learned about the potential that a common interest like 
football has to bring people together under Christ.”

Jordan Hays ’18, son of Coach Walker Hays ’84, said he enjoyed building relationships with the 
players while sharing the word of God. The experience has taught him an important lesson, he said. “I 
have learned not to take anything in my life for granted.”

Will West ’18, son of MGM Chairman Wade West, said he was impressed by the caring and 
supportive attitudes of the community toward the football program. Will and his dad have spent many 
Saturdays in Binghamton, he said, “but this adventure so far is definitely worth it.”

Above from top, D’Ante’ Campbell and Toby 
Werner are teammates in arms during the 
summertime Gridiron Camp at The Hamp. 
Walker Hays with Michael King and his 
mother, Sharmila King, celebrate a Bulldogs 
victory. At right, Bill Proctor works on offensive 
strategy with a Dawgs player. Photo by Susan Riddle Duke
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play organized football, but they were unable to find a program 
they felt was grounded in the right attitude.

“Most of the programs lacked oversight and seemed to be run 
by overzealous fathers who still had something to prove on the 

gridiron,” McArtor said. “There was 
a pervasive ‘win-at-all-cost’ mentality 
that often resulted in young kids either 

being aggrandized or demeaned with 

little coach accountability.”
So McArtor and Patterson formed 

the Buzzards, receiving the blessing 
of MUS Director of Athletics Bobby 
Alston to use the school’s unofficial 
moniker.

“The goal was simple: Coach each 
kid equally with love and discipline, 

focus on relationships, and stress that 

football can be played in a way that 

glorifies God,” McArtor said.
To ensure the team’s philosophy 

would be upheld, the founders built an 

accountability structure that included 

an oversight committee consisting 

of members at Second Presbyterian. 
Through a network of friends and 

family, the program quickly became 

self-sustaining and well-staffed by 

volunteer coaches.
In 2013 West, in consultation with 

fellow board members and coaches, 

explored expanding the program, elic-

iting input from community leaders, 

pastors, and coaches in Binghamton. 
Buzzards leaders committed to starting a team in the neighbor-
hood, and they brought both programs under the administrative 

umbrella of Memphis Gridiron Ministries.

MGM partnered with Peer Power, a city-wide tutoring 
program that matches high-achieving public school students with 

younger public school peers. Tutoring is now an integral part of 
the MGM experience, a bridge between schoolwork and sports that 

gives the student athletes a place to 

go between the end of school and the 

start of football practice at 5 p.m.
MGM received support from 

Binghampton Development Cor-
poration, which has undertaken 

revitalization efforts in the commu-

nity. According to BDC Executive 
Director Robert Montague ’82 
(father of Ross ’08), Community 
Bank donated a foreclosed apartment 
complex property to the BDC. “We 
worked with the City of Memphis to 
demolish and remove the 44 dilapi-

dated units and then provide its use 

to MGM,” Montague said.
 The resulting lot was trans-

formed over the course of several 

days, culminating with a day of 

sodding by more than 100 volun-

teers, including many from the MUS 

community. Bleachers, donated by 
MUS, were added a few weeks later, 

along with shipping storage contain-

ers currently used as locker rooms. 
The field, christened The Hamp, now 
serves as the Bulldogs’ home turf.

Many of the Buzzards coaches 
volunteered to coach for the Bull-

dogs. After watching his son Mac ’18 play for the Buzzards and 
later coaching his son Collins ’20, Bert Robinson ’90 stayed with 

MGM to coach the Dawgs.  

Supporting MGM Efforts

Memphis Gridiron Ministries’ significant 
expenses are funded by local foundations 
and individual donors, many from a network 
of MUS alumni, friends, and family. Walker 
Hays ’84 (father of Jordan ’18) serves as 
MGM’s fundraising chairman, but like every-
one in the organization, does more than his 
share – he also serves as a coach, board 
member, and behind-the-scenes worker. 
“Were it not for Walker’s tireless work and 
tremendous success in raising support for 
us,” MGM Chairman Wade West said, “we 
would not be able to do the things we do.”

For information about volunteering or to 
make a donation, visit mgmfootball.org. 

John Sartelle discusses technique 
with one of his linemen.
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“A lot of us who coached our sons want-
ed to continue coaching – but we thought if 

we were going to spend our time on this, we 

wanted to be in a place where we could do 

some good,” he said. “There were really no 
youth sports programs, particularly football, 

in Binghamton for pre-middle school kids.”
West expressed similar motivation for his 

involvement. “All kids want the same things 
– to be loved, to have structure and disci-

pline, and to know that someone is investing 

in their lives,” he said. “I get no greater 
joy than seeing a kid respond to positive 

encouragement, recognize that he is part of 

something bigger than himself, and respond 

to loving discipline and accountability.”

At the Binghampton Bulldogs banquet, 
Terrance Richmond, Sr., used the near-freez-

ing weather as an excuse to wear his favorite 

San Francisco 49ers scarf. His son, Terrance, 
Jr., was in his second year of the program, 
playing for the Dawgs. 

“I’m from Binghamton, and it’s a far 
cry now from when I was growing up there,” 
Richmond, Sr., said, referring to the ongoing 
urban renewal projects in the area.

Terrance, Jr., a student at Cornerstone 
Prep, discovered MGM through a sign-up 
sheet at Lester Community Center, where 
he and his friends spend a lot of time after 

school.
“It’s just a wonderful program,” his 

father said. “It’s full of beautiful people with 
beautiful attitudes.”

Terrance, Jr.’s mother, Starreka Rich-

mond, is in agreement. “And we love that 
it’s faith-based,” she said. “They teach great 
values to all the players.”

Kion Threalkill plays both sides of the 
ball – running back on offense and corner-

back on defense – for the Dawgs. He is a 
big fan of the NFL, his mother, Domonique 
Matthews, said, adding, “His favorite team 
changes every week.” The family moved 
away from Binghamton last year, but Kion 
still attends Cornerstone Prep, and MGM 
football keeps them coming back to the area 

after school.
 “It’s so convenient,” Matthews said. 

“Right around the corner from school.” 
Philip Gbee, an assistant coach for the 

Bulls, got up to award a player from each 
team the Scholar-Athlete trophy. The honoree 
from the Dawgs was Terrance Richmond, Jr., 
who skipped to the stage when his name was 

called, getting high-fives from his teammates, 
broad smiles from his mother and father, and 

a standing ovation from the entire Binghamp-

ton Bulldogs family.
It was a win for Terrance, Jr., but judging 

from the crowd reaction, the award repre-

sented one more victory for all.

Editor’s note: Why are there two spellings, 
Binghampton and Binghamton? Robert 

Montague ’82, executive director of the 
Binghampton Development Corporation  
explains: “As I understand it, the western  
side of Binghamton was incorporated first 
with no ‘p.’ Later, the eastern side was  
incorporated with a ‘p,’ and residents 
embraced it as The Hamp. The state later 
removed the ‘p,’ and everything was rolled 
into Memphis. Old timers still talk about  
The Hamp as the eastern side, where our 
primary support is focused. We adopted the 
‘p’ in our name and usage, and Memphis 
Gridiron Ministries went with us.”
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The Binghampton Bulldogs pose with their coaches, from left, Andy McArtor, Mims Clayton, Eddie Lyons, Michael 
Thompson, Todd Pope, Shawn Cobb, Bill Proctor, Chris Traylor, John Sartelle, Tom Hutton, Walker Hays, Philip Gbee, 
Bert Robinson, Luanzho Lung’aho, Rusty Linkous, and Wade West; and board member Greg Wilkinson.

MGM Leaders
The leadership team for Memphis 
Gridiron Ministries includes many 
alumni and fathers of MUS students, 
including the following:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wade West, Chairman and Bulldogs 
Community Head Coach, father of 
Will ’18 and Graham ’20

Andy McArtor ’86, Vice Chairman/
President, Bulldogs coach, father 
of Mac ’16

Dan McEwan ’88, Secretary, 
father of Hastings ’18 and Will ’20

Bert Robinson ’90, Treasurer, 
Bulldogs coach, father of Mac ’18 
and Collins ’20

Gray Bartlett ’90
Walker Hays ’84, 
Bulldogs coach, father of Jordan ’18

Rusty Linkous, 
Bulldogs coach, father of Lee ’19

Sam Nickey ’89, Buzzards coach

Greg Wilkinson, father of Rucker ’18

Mims Clayton, Bulldogs coach, 
father of Chandler ’16 and Cam ’18

BULLDOGS COACHES

Lloyd Grissinger, father of Miller ’18
Tom Hutton ’91
Bill Proctor ’82
John Sartelle ’92

BUZZARDS COACHES

Carter Campbell ’91
Miles Fortas ’89
William Tayloe ’92
Drew Wilson, father of Griffin ’15


